ORDINANCE NO. Qi - 06

By:__Jeffrey L. McClelland

An Ordinance to amend Section 618.11 of the General Offenses Code regarding
rabies control, animal bites, reports and examinations in order to conform with the general laws
of the State of Ohio and to declare an emergency.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEXLEY, OHIO:

: Section 1. That Section 618.11 of the General Offenses Code is hereby
amended as follows:

618.11 RABIES CONTROL; ANIMAL BITES; REPORTS AND
EXAMINATIONS.
(a)  Definitions. The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and
enforcement of this section.
(1)  Health Commissioner. "Health Commissioner" means the Health
Commissioner of the City or his authorized representative.
(2)  Veterinarian. "Veterinarian" means a veterinarian duly licensed by the

State of ()hzo er—a—vetefmaﬂaﬂkeeﬂsed—by—a*&e%her—s%a%e—h.mﬁaws

(3) Immunization. "Immumzatlon means the adm1n1strat10n of a biological
product @ he-Unite o5 De

recommended by the U.S. C enter for Dzsea.se Control and Prevention and
licensed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and deemed adequate;-by
thHe{efmaﬂaﬁ to p/ owde protectton for the ammal S0 vaccmal‘ed against
rabies. : 4 3 :

(4)  Owner. "Owner" shall have the meaning set forth in Section
618.16(a)(3).

(b)  Immunization. Every owner of a dog or cat or ferret over 3 months of age within
the City shall keep such deg-er-eat animal immunized against rabies. Such immunization shall
be by a method listed in the U.S. Center for Disease Conirol and Prevention Animal Rabies
Compendium and shall be in compliance with any local, county or State of Ohio rabies

quaranlme law, ordznance or regulalzon Aﬁyme%hed—e%her—ﬂ&an—that—er—refmmma&a&eﬂ




rabies Upon request of the Heallh C ommissioner, the owney, keeper or harb()i er of a dog cat or
ferret shall keep provzde wn‘hm 72 hours a copy ofa record of rabzes 1mmumzat10n or re-
immunization as , he-ow 1Ze
er—re-r&n&um—zed&eemﬁea{e-ehmmm&a&eﬂ whlch shall mclude a number 1dent1fy1ng the
individual record, a complete description of the deg-er-eat;the animal, the place where the deges
eat-animal is kept or harbored, the name of the owner of the deg-er-eat-animal and his or her
address, the date and type of rabies immunization or re-immunization and such other pertinent
1nformat10n as is needed and the s1gnature and address of the Veterlnarlan Ihe—ve%eﬁnaﬂaﬂ-shaﬂ

Tags. [’V@I YV OWner, kecper or harbor 01‘ any dog, cat or ferret shall securely
Jfasten a tag to the collar or harness worn by the animal which shall have thereon
permanently affixed the year of immunization and the number indicating the record

prescribed in subsecz‘zon (c) hereby. AH—veteﬂﬂaﬂaﬁs—whe—}mmum-ze—er-re—immumze—a

"Failure to wear such tag shall b prima-facie

evidence of the lack of immunization of the deg-ereat animal.

(e) Degs-er-Cats Running at Large. Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to
mean that degs-er-eats animal immunized or re-immunized shall be allowed to run at large in
violation of Section 618.01 or any rabies quarantine, law, ordinance or regulation.

® Administration and Enforcement. The Health Commissioner shall be assisted by
Police Department and the Animal Control Officer in administering and enforcing this
section. The Board of Health may appoint and authorize one or more other agencies to
assist in administering and enforcing this section.

(g)  Report of Bite by Dog or Other Mammal —Whene#epapefseﬂ—ts—bmeﬂ—ﬁkere—yra




Whenever a person is bitten by a
dog or other mammal report of such bzte shall be made wzthm 24 hours to the Health

Commissioner or an agent of the Health Commissioner. The report herein required shall be
made in the same manner and by the same persons made responsible for reporting diseases
listed as class A(2) in rule 3701-3-02 of the Administrative Code, or by the person bitten.

th) Isolation of Animal and Examination by Veterinarian. Whenever there is a
human exposure by a dog, cat or other mammal suspected of having rabies, the owner of such
dog, cat or other mammal shall confine such animal in the Franklin County Animal Shelter or in
a hospital of a veterinarian or, with the approval of the Health Commissioner, within the
residence of the owner until it is determined that the animal is not afflicted with rabies. Such
isolation period hereby required shall not be less than ten days from the date the person was
bitten nor more than 180 days or as determined by the Health Commissioner. The quarantine



shall remain in effect until a veterinarian acting on behalf of the Health Commissioner has made
an examination of the animal on the final day of the quarantine and has reported the results of
his examination within 24 hours to the Health Commissioner. If the owner of such dog, cat or
other animal cannot be found, or fails or refuses to make the necessary arrangements with a
velerinarian for the examination and isolation of such dog, cat or other animal, then the Health
Commissioner shall, in addition to any criminal penalties which may be imposed against the
owner under this section, cause such dog, cat or other mammal to be seized and impounded for
isolation and examination as hereinabove provided. The owner shall be responsible for all costs
incurred in connection with impounding and examination required by this subsection, and the
animal shall not be released until such costs are paid. Any animal which is seized or impounded
but not redeemed may be disposed of as provided by Ohio R.C. 955.16.

@) Penalty. Any owner of a dog, cat or other animal who violates or fails to comply
with subsection (g) or (h) is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, and any other person
who violates or fails to comply with such subsections is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
Whoever violates or fails to comply with any other provisions of this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. A separate offense shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a
violation or noncompliance occurs or continues.

Section 2. That Section 618.11 as presently in effect is hereby repealed.

Section 3. That this Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for
the immediate preservation of the public health, safety or welfare, said emergency being the need
to be able to enforce Section 618.11 in conformity with the general laws of the State of Ohio, and

shall be in full force and effect upon passage and approval by the Mayor.
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